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• SH.«-tay .ffr th« Civil SPor a . 

a., bha paopla to veto t^a ..y t>.:y ^ ^ 

• oaathing Ilka thia. -Tha «ar ia ^ver repliad to tin. 

ia tha CorfaJarata amy and I had a aon T ^ ^ 

tlnua, tha faction? will be holdi ♦ " hoatilitiee c on- 

oe holding their basket 

This was the last effort on the y^rt of a " 

this county . - to make a bloody fleg speech in 

Froo, 1926 ff; Va. Blue Book 

... jj. m„7 iTth"' 
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.. •-.. ... .. —S... TM. 

rin. .rd th. r.p..ti.g nn, t,, . , flintlock 

B me, the introduction of th« »+ 

sawcill to take the place of the ' *=^£ine and the portable 

ce Of the water turned min u 

«. 1. rri.l of .... do... uok „ , ’ “““ '“^1' li8>>‘- 

.... - coed the fi.ot ke.0.... „„ 

1865. • ^ P io the county in 

■» ** . -*■ 

But more than anything else th«+ ‘ 

g else that spurred the busineaa me« r = 

was the success of James E a Gibh r ° ocahontaa County 

- ™-.. ..;..:;r;:;r”• ■■“ ■•' -• >• 

before the war. ' ^ had invented just 

- ood jri:: -i.. d^ek. 

- -loi .ock... .00, .71 """" • -t. 

ouen as candlemekers. farri«k»... 

Saviors Kb J^r-ers, shoemakers, weaver-a d 

••ddl.r., .tor,.„...„o 

1*" '»«r.d ..Eoo, b.g.. to ™k. , "f'^l'llf tro, 

St.uoto.. ,k.tto„.vill. o„d fi ‘° ail- 

r>' -- -c .od . i. 
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rbctic'.lly untouched. Acriculture end grai- 
g of livt »tpck were the chl.f Indu.taree. 

-(treen) Agriculture was the chief pursuit of .v 

Of the early eettlcre of Pocahontas 

county. Fscausa travel was difficult * 

“ transportation facilities were meager, the 

settlers .ere compelled to be practically self 4 • • 

' ^ -s^staaning. Gardening, together with 

the g.'-owir.g of email patches of buckwheat 

I om, beans, ^and potatoes, largely con¬ 
stituted the early fanning enterprises i =+ 

ater cattle, sheep, and hogs were introduced 

priBcipally for rrildm wool end meat + n 1 

• * Pploinent the supply of wild gejne and fish 

that was ar important source of food and " 

clothing. Trapping furnished furs and shins 

that could be traded for the few sumIS#.*, 

P. lea not produced at home. The bottom I'.nds were 



gsrerally devoted to rrian end hav end 

y> d the adjecent slopes were cleared and used for 

ocsture. The land has always been farrrftH +u 

, -.ed, for the most pert, in small tracts by the 


owners. Few sieves were owned and the j., 

' . ireeing of tnem did not affect agriculture. 

ret^een 1880 and 1890 the production of all grains and crops increased materially, 
ihe to.al acreage in all grains has remained fairly constant since 1890, but acreage in 


certain^ crops have fluctuaied considerably. Corn has been in the lead at all times 

A 


followed by esther wheat or oays. Kay increased from 10,817 acres in 1879 to 15,138 ac¬ 


res in 1889 and has increased very little since, but the acre yield has been more than 
doubled. Since 1900 the total number of hogs-and cattle has dropped off slightly, but 


the number of sheep raised and the production of wool, dairy products, poultry and 


eggs have increased considerably. The acreage occupied by potatoes and garden crops 


nost of which ere grown for home ase, fluctuates from year to year. 


Between 1880 and 1910 the number of farms steadily increased from 632 xo 1,198, 


-he latter figurd being only 3 below that given by the 1930 census report. As the six. 
of the farms hsa decreased slightly in the lest 50 years, the total amount of land in 


farms has remained fairly constant. 


Poor transportation facilities, long distance from markets, end the need of cash 
income forced the farmers of this section in early days «to turn to the production of 


“^ef. Even now with railroad shipping available, it remains the largest source of 


income. Formerly all cattle, when ready for rarket, were driven overland. To outside 


principally pittsburg, Baltimore a.nd Clarksburg. ..any were sold as fdedera 


s 
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C.'iapter 4—Section 4—i-'ert b 


fleminiscences of Civil iTar Days. 

3y Evelyn Yeager Beard. 

In the fell and winter of 1861-62 the Confederate 
soldiers camped at Camp -.llegheny, my old hone place, under 

the oonmand of Jose (M) Johnson. The sugar grove oelonging 
to ity father, John Yeager, consisting of about five hundred 
trees «as used for building the camps and cabins. 

cation could be used as a point of vantage, as by using field 
glasses they could observe the move,uents of the Union soldiers 


This lo- 


llany 


camped on top of Cheat ...ountain, near the Clubhouse. 

The year of 1661-62 was a cold and rainy year. 

Of the^soldlera oamping^there were from the South. I rememh« 
them as- being not veryjarmly clad, and shivering with cold 
Kot ba-rng used to the-Chld, damp climate many of them aichened 
and died, and were b^ied on a little hill cadt of our house. 

Our back porch was partitioned off to be used as a 
cominlssary by Uncle Jake ..rbogast; The soldiers wanting 

tobacco, candy, etc, would have to wait their turn. The 
room being small, and at times crowded, they would ask ma to 
oake their pu.c^aes for them. Being a child and small, they 
tould make room for me. i would make their purchases and then 
reoelve a liberal share of the candy. i was a youngster of 

out ten and my brother, IJack Yeager (Paul trcKeel Yeager) eigh- 

'•= Officers and soldiers made a lot over us children. H.ceiv- 

hg bores from home they would Invite us down to help eat them. 
Oourae we were .not particularly shy in doing so. .'any or 
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the oakea were decorated so fancy that as children we thought 
there was nothing in the world like them. Colonel HcCune 
nould often let me wear the big plume he wore in his hat, and 
it was a gala day for me when I would have the privilege of 
wearing it. .ihen leaving Camp ^.llegheny, he gave me the plume, 
taking it from his hat, saying I could keep it for always. 

One of the skirmishes of the Civil V/er was fought at 

this point, called Church Hill, o± Camp Allegheny. V/hile 

but a akirmish, it was a hard fought one and lasted from about 

4 A.M. until after 2. P.M. If I remember correctly, nineteen 

were killed. I remember the shots falling on the roof of our 

house like hail. llj mother and sister Fannie were ill at this 

time. During a lull in the battle Colonel Baldwin of the 52nd 

Virginia Regiment had them carried over on cots to his own cabin 
I 

for "safety, and they-Temained there during the night. Ky brother 


kack Yeager and myself, watched the remainder of the battle from 

a point of safety. \le saw the Confederate flagman fall, and 

saw the flag almost Instantly raised again, believe by Lieut. 

Rigor, but I am not positive about the name. Capt. Mollohan 

was killed in the battle of Church Hill, and was buried there 

along with many others. A spent ball passed between my brother 

the late Henry Yeager, and Rachel Arbogast, who was visiting us. 

»^apt. j-.nderson. Confederate was killed by advanced guard of Union 

soldiers dressed in Confederate uniform. Capt. Anderson waved 

to them, thinking they were Confederate men and he was instantly 
killed. 


--.fter ihe buttle was over there were several wounded men 
to be taken care of. The cabins were unsuitable, and my mother 
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had the upstairs of our house converted into a ternporary hos¬ 
pital. Our house was under construction when war broke out, 
and was not then complete. The upstairs was one large room. 
Several of the wounded men died, and were buried along by those 
killed in battle. lor a brief period a downstairs room was 
occupied by a sick officer, with his wife and baby. Later 
this same room was used as a Post Office kept by Uncle Jake 
-^rbogast. The front part of this house is still in good con¬ 
dition, the remainder being torn down. V/e had quite a collect¬ 
ion of sabers, cannon balls, musket balls and minnie balls which 
we used in our play, 2d. Freeman, living at the present tine 
at the old hone place at Allegheny church, finds some of the 
musket balls occasionally’when plowing his fields. Ke gave 
some_of them to us when we had a family reunion picnic there in 

the summer of 1924. -The old batteries and trenches are still 
in evidence. 

A Confederate soldier was sick in one of the camps of 
the 31st Virginia i-iegiment when a Union soldier crept into the 
cabin to steal provisions, thinking the cabin was empty. The 
sick soldier crawled to the door after him and shot him. 

i:y father, John Yeager, died December 2, 1861, and was 
believed to have been poisoned. 

^ In the spring of 1662 the Confederates broke camp on 
op .aiegheny. ^t two o'clock the same night of ti.eir leaving 
olaten and two or three other men set fire to the commissary 
cabins and camps by igniting every other cabin. My mother rlead- 
h them to save them so as to be used for stables and out- 
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but they told her she should b. thsohful they «ere 
burnln* the house. The 52„d end 31st Vlrglnls Bee...„„u ■ 

bseps sere completely destroyed, but s re„ or the other cabins 

were saved • 

aen the Confederates brohe camp In the spring lo 62 . 

ay brothers, ..ill and Ppnrtr 

y eager, Crawford .irbogast and otners 

them, filli and Henry joining Company G. 31st Virginia 
Kegiment, Earle-s Division, Ewell-s Corps. Will was killed ' 
J.865 at Hatcher's sHun near Petersburg, Virginia, and 
was buried there. Henry Yeager and W. H. Hull were captured 
and made prisoners at Port Steadman near Petersburg on March 25 
1865, and taken to Point Lookout, :.:aryland. • They were released 

alphabetically, W. H. Hull the early part of July, and Henry 
sometlne later, _| 

^ After so meny^of our own boys had Joined the army, mail 
became an Important item in the lives of those at home. mi of 

H dh own. Virginia, eleven miles away, only one house being 
located along the wav The ° 

for an in th ” "^^“8 

in the neighborhood. PraotloaUy every fami i ye 

nomeone that belonged to tb ■ ^ 

^ thsin in *tli© war i- 

having, decided that wb 
-nld mention b 

bear as or^enT 

«nlly ooourrence as u f“““ *'>» "“t « 

-ctiy. mould b. „ . . i”4i- 


reotly would b ® 

came for gettl ^ ^ 

»in« the mail, j 
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l»aclc on :he weekly trips to get it. i never was afraid, ex¬ 
cept when making the return trip. On the way home at every 
turn in the road, I expected to meet an army of Yankees. 

Hijht of the eleven wiles was dense timberland, and looking 
back on it now, I believe I was a pretty good soldier myself, 
for those miles seemed long ones to a child making the trip 


alone, even though I usually went and came in a sweeping gal¬ 
lop. On one of these trips my sister Fannie, about twenty 
years of age, later l.'xs, James D. Kerr, made the trip. After 
leaving^ several regiments of Union soldiers came by on their 
way to Hightown, and my mother knew that my sister would have 
to meet them on her way back. The hour came for her return, 

sundown and dark, and still she had not returned. It was a 
• % 

long,_anxious night, and we, children that we were, at least 
nartly realized the hours of anxious suspense that my mother 

i 

was going through. At daybreak she returned. She had met 
the Yankee soldiers about three o’olock in the afternoon, six 

miles from hone, at Lajirel Fork. A ruffian soldier ordered 

# 

her off her horse, but the officer in command (think it was 
Col. Ceo. .ashington Hull, from KcDowell, Virginia) stepped 
forward saying, "Ho, Lady, stay on your horse. You shall 
not be harmed but we shall have to delay your return home 
until morning. '.Te mean to camp near here tonight and no 
word must be carried bock." At sundov/n the officer sent a 
guard woth her to Daniel Viilfong's, three miles from hone, he 
himself standing guard outside all night to make sure no word 
was sent to Confederate soldiers. At daybreak, he rejoined 
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hls regiment, Fannie being given permission to return home. 

Union soldiers sometimes made camp at Camp Bartow. 

.-.fter dark quite frequently mother would take one of us out 
where we could see down to Camp Bartow to see if any camp 
fires were lighted. If so, we knew they would pass our 
house about eight o'clock the next morning. We would then 
drive the stock over to Sugar Camp Ridge, so the Yankees would 
not take them as they went by, brother Brown Yeager end Henry 
A'ilfong guarding them in the mountains. Sugar cakes, sjTup, 
meats and other provisions would be buried also. Years later 
jugs of syrup were found and dug up. 

Mother and Fannie knitted socks for 'Vill and Henry 

while in the army. Yankees were often passing- through, and 

at one,of these times we had quite a scramble in the pantry. 

Mother sand I entered in time to see a ^iankee trying to make 
I 

his escape through the window with his arms full of provisions 
and the prized knitted socks, with Pannie clinging frantically 
to the socks, determined he snould not have them. Those 
watching from outside laughed at their comrade’s predicament, 
trying to retain the socks as well as the provisions, and yet 
not lose his balance on the high narrow window. Fannie was 
victorious in the struggle for possession of the socks. 

Cousin Mag .-.rbogast, later Campbell, and I v.eie visit- 
ing j-.unt Matilda Nottingham who lived near 5oyer. ^s in ev¬ 
ery war comedy and tragedy go side by side, and pranks played 
could easily have been turned into tragedy. tie were about 
thirteen years old at this time. '.Ve dressed in uniform, put 
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a fjun over our shoulder, and went out on the hill where we 
knew Dave and Jim Kerr, who were not old enough to go to the 
army, could see us. They spied us and, thinking we were 
suspicious characters, possibly Yankee spies, shouldered 
their guns also and started our way. 7i’e began to saunter 
in the direction of the house, but it was not long before we 
heard them cry, "Halt," which we .knew to do immediately. 

Only a short time before one of the pickets had cried,"Halt" 
to Jack Slayton. Not being quite normal mentally, ue became 
rrightened and did not obey the command. 1 can imagine 1 see 

4 

them carrying him by our house now. 

'.Vhen the heavy fighting and cannonading was being done 
in Richmond and other points in Virginia, we would lie flat 
on the ground and listen to xhe rumble* of the cannon. An¬ 
xiously we would wait for mail to hear tf our boys were in 
those battles and were safe. 

^it the close of the Civil War, Henry Arbogast Yeager 
was held as a prisoner-of-was at Point Lookout, L'aryland, and 
was released, after taking the oath of allegiance to the United 
States, on June 17, 1865. The prisoners were released alpha¬ 
betically, and Henry Yeager realized too late to be released 
under "J", as the original spelling of Y’eager was with a "J”, 
and he began calling himself "Reager" instead of Yeager. 

•’then he was finally released it was under "R" as Konry A. Reager 
but he took good care to sign it "Kenty u. Yeager". This is 
true , as the photostat copy on file in Virginia State Library, 

Richmond, Ve., original on file in ■nor Dept., nashington, D. C., 
plainly shows. Their system was not as ironclad then as now. 
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J.ny of our cltircn- v.«re arrostod durL.c tJ-e w fcr beinc syr,pathS*era 
o« on. .id. or the other. The follov-lnr. are c fcr: of t>.e :,Br.e. 1 have been 
able to find. Also sor.e v.ero killed for their beliefs. 

Thor.. Clford . prono^c.o Conf.a.r.te s>n-p.thla„ .aa r.r.rdea 

... . a.„r«roa. aiti.en to b. .t l.rco ir. v..r tia.oo. ,,o ... .„o.t.. by . 

uetfcchiiSnb ol ..nion soldiers uiiaer oattfi-ir 

nuaer ..elson xra^, sent to oan.p uhute -Anere 

iie uied Quriiii, v.er. 

John on.it, of btony CrooJ: ,,.a . i„i„„ .yaFathlior. he toe erreeted by tl,o 

Confederete nilitie, but v..s proven not den.erone end ..-es r.lee.ed on reroU. he 
died before »-e pot back hone. 

Sichnrd huldridre e'confederete eyitfethiter end v.-.e tilled, hi. t.„ 

.on. ter. in the .onthern ar^. Ih.e one eon. John Aoldridce ne. tilled et 

JettysborE. Ihe other .on. Allen Aoldridge. „es diecherged .. e breve „d 
fEithful soldier, 

iTosleh i^eord t/as "tsiieri '■rison^t' Kv pAriAwni 4. 

-en .risoner by Federal troops near the end of the 

v.ar, thouph he v.-as past 70 vears of are 4 

. ears ol age. Something v.-as said to rouse his ire. 

enc he challenged the whole squad to single combat. 

Henry Arboca.t ne. a eineere. decided hot hermle., .;n,pethi.er vith tl. 
Jhion cenee. IVhen lent eeen alive he a.nd hi. neighbor hli n„.,erd ..era in 
Charge of a .,nad of paraona claitdna to ba confaoarat* aco.ta. a f.. aaya 

•itaraaro. theaa ti-.o civiiiana ,.ara found da.d naar t... roao.ioa. about Jii 

v.ty betoeen their hores at Glade -Hn r>^A v i. r- 

i^lade nill and hrost. Fror the attitude in which 

5 V’fi«; • 4 . 4 p ^ 

Vfis found 3t is inferred thet Vg died in i-v.. .. 

,e C3ea 5n the ret of prcyr.r. 

•empn ’ ocre lived nee.** Edrov. "^e - as r»-e« 4 -i 

I^iaruy. .e ..as greatly rcsrected, "is s>er- 

..tbtea vara »it. tha hnion adharanta. and ha diad et ..haaiing during the „r. 

^ rov.) (irices History of Focahentas) 
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Jad Vecore. 


(The ,o«.tio„ of .«o„oi„ t,.. Pochoot... 

P.d .lpo.Oy frooO tl.oir .!..„ too.o.. tp.y osi not belj.oo io 
.Lvory. pot thoy did not b.liovo Jo ..tbloe tb.r .11 fr.. .. ooo..) 

.T.cob Sl.voo livod oo the Et.uotoo ,„d I.rkor.buTE Turnpike. Ion, 
people treveled thle route, und tt. bore of doc.b Sl„o„ uue „11 kooun ee . 
pl.ee of boepitelity. Governor Joe Jol.neon und Stoneuull Jeot.on .topped 

here to enjoy trout end venl.on. Everytt.iuc =ee-.d rroeporou, end ploo.eut 

uith Jeeob Eleven until the' terrible rKvOfe. of u.r l.id P.Je l.ore j. o.r.ec. o.-.o 

fc-ilcu t. t Ini ctdc. 


cwu:.Ly T.trt &o riavtrt; 


fcu u. ^.ar as r.aa 


uijtr i‘uCpa^.c;.U£, 


h'roit - Prices’ history. 


.r.eroler ...rfere - ouehe.-becHur. In the etrlnj of Ifrp »itt tbe reruler 
troor. ...pt out.of tbe oounty. the irreruler firbter. bereo to o.u.e trouble. 
They ..lied then poriHe. .t fir.t. but leter coined tb. cord bu.bnh.ov.r.. 

It the cure, of e breve end ir.petuou. people. .„.h .. to be found i.u 
the nounteln. thet they could not help tekm,-. pert in tbe fi.thtlnf nh.th.r tl.e, 

been .torn in or not. They c.rri.d ^un. lib. oity r.n cerry oor.ee. end tloy 
Pl'ot on on. .id. or the other .ccordinj to their conviction,. 

oj in e letter to Gen. t:. 5 . Ro.corens rroto on Perch 16. 1662. ai, 

*.• ct. ,et .. the d.y for dreftin.r of the rilltl. of Tocehont.. end Hiphlend 
ooufl'tlcs# ?'nnv 

- WJinc In the rcunt, in, end tr-inr 

'••cepe. Seven heve errivei here ycoerdey. 

-ere), loth ...iroy urote c.el o4 refe,... ... ,.oe.,„.tee ..e ..i^el.,.. 

• .... ueet, . erch 31. t . iiroi- r,p,..d re.rure 






C. t . - If ecr,*.. 7»ifc day ]; j:rrJvrd fr 
i- re»i c;,t still continutd. 


It c 3 

Ipcalontrs ^nd reported thet t}. 


Airil 4. UG2 Jeneral V.ilHap Skeen wrote to Cn r a 
, . t'onfc-derote headquarters 

that these men that Virginia had'enthorisod to or.-,.nise as , 

or^^Milze at recultrs lor the 

ho.-e Jefensfc were devasUtin tiit c i ir 

« j e.»u i.uc. Killtd tij-tt clti£tas Cl 

iocfcj.oulus B..U stolen Ic tursfcs , - , 

oii.i;lei;.eu .1 ti.er,. as citatri^ as cic t,,c 

rcutrul tt.icrtls. 

-lerulcr troop's v.ere 's^lth^rcvn rf^-cY. +\ 4.^1 

or.rav.n rfter t» e settle of Tor Allepheney. Then it 

rrs hundreds of ahU-hodied ^en too’- e-s to defend 

e. s to defend elves, end there 

''■ere uneesy times. 

Soldier* at ho»e oa f^lough resfonded to apreal for arai.taro. and 

-ittU ermea aould spring up in a day. have a stirnjsh, and dishand as 

qdioay as they ,,.o odne toother. It ivaa hut an echo of the ,„in„te ran of 

t. 6 ..evolution. 3r.e cattle of Juncan's Lane was the largest battle fought in 

loeahontrs hy these trorrs and furlough soldiers, though there r.as continual 
SfTAller skirn:ishes. 

Ihe courts did not neat and the citizens suffered fro, hh 

uiierec iron the neeas of soldiers 

of both arnies end from the irregular troors. It is certain tha^ v 

certain that nowhere in tie 

country -.vas there nore peril to inhehitants the,, in the count of ■ 

^ ^ c.ou^t^ Oi rocajiO.itas. d.i.is 

aEu£,er was so £,rtat oecause of tne divis-o 

crie Givisxou of seutiji.ent. 

FroDi - best Virginia olue uook 
•^here v/as a shirr-Tcu « 4 . 

^o. Of t.e Idth Vir^ V "" " '• 

-or,.„. end oh e ^ ^ 

' ^orth toward Edra^h. 

iAiil bATiLE 

last battle of the CWni 

the site^of Cam " Huntersville 

l engegerent was fourht >,^+,. 

•'-con's ersiv returning to tier ^ ''' 

® rrom - is 2 a V.. surrender. 

Hlbe Book - by Andrew krice 





CIVIL IVAR ACTIVITIFS IN POCAHONTAS ' 

i 

Termnatlng In Battle at V.-hite Sulphur 

On August 21, 1S63 Averlll started to Huntersville and halted 
his Ealn oom-Tiand at Frost, while some of his command drove the 
Confederates do^vn Knapps Creek until they reached the Northwest 
passage between Huntersville and Kinnehaha Springs. Here the 
Confederates took a stand in the canyon, Averlll hearing about 
it at Frost, on the 22nd sent Gibson's Battalion down Knapps Creek 
to make it appear that it led the army. Then Averlll with his main 
army crossed over into the Hills through the Shrader settlement. 

By this road Averlll rode into the deserted village of Huntersville 
in tlie rear of the Confederates* A sonadron of cavalry under Col* 

Ohley was sent to learn the‘wherebouts of the Confederates and found them 
retreating towards lYarm Springs, The were overtaken and there was 

continual skennishing until the Confederates v/ere driven through the 
Ryder Gap into Virginia# 

Camp Northwest near Huntersville was thei~first elaborate camp to 

be built in the Civil War. It was located on the Vihlte farm, and there 

were substantial log building, much equipment, and a lot of supplies 

^ • 

there. The camp was burned on August 22, 1863. The cocrr.lssary build¬ 
ings, stores, cabins, blacksmith shop, wagons, rifles, and so forth 
were destroyed and a lot of plunder carried away. All the wheat and 
flour in the mill opposite J. A. Reed's house was also destroyed. 

That night the Pederals camped at Huntersville and waited for two 
regiments that were marching to join them by way of Beverly and 
Karllnton. On the 25th Averlll marched to Warm Springs and Col. 

Jackson and Gen. Jones retreated before him to Millboro. Averill 
rested that night and having cleared Pocahontas of the Confederate 

^y, decided to do the same for Greenbrier Covmty. He therefore turned 
south and marched into Greenbrier. 



To koep Pocahontas County clear of Confede;ntes he sent back the 
ICth n. Va. to Camp at Marlins Bottom. It was the regiment of 
General Thomas M. Harris. It was his command that fired the last 

shot at Appomatton. After the war he served on the commission that 
tried the assassins of President Lincoln# 

, At the time he was in camp at Marlins Bottom, he has with him 
lis twelve year old son, who has a horse of his own and who rode 
IS the mascot of the-Tenth Legion’’. This twelve year old hoy is none 
^ther than Eon. John T. Harris, the state clerk of the West Virginia 
enate and the most popular man in West Virginia. 
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